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To  my  Ft icnds  at  Hackney. 


A  VI N  G  taken  the  Liberty  to 
publifh  the  following  Sermon , 
I  think  my  felf  obliged  to  dedi¬ 
cate  it  to  You,  to  whofe  e [pedal 
Service  I  have  devoted  my  felfy 
and  with  whom ,  by  the  good 
Hand  of  God  upon  me  ,  I 
have  fpent  now  fix  Tears  of  my  Infs  and  Mini - 
fry  with  great  Comfort ,  and,  I  hope ,  with  fame 
Succefs%  The  vifible  and  apparent  Serioufnefs 
with  which  you  received  it  from  the  ‘Pulpit,  en- 
clines  me  to  think  it  will  not  be  unacceptable  to 
Ton  from  the  Prefs ;  and  I  would  hope,  the  Sub¬ 
ject  of  it,  being  fo  loudly  recommended  to  our 
Confideration  at  this  Time  by  the  Providence  of 
God,  may  prevail  with  others  alfo  to  think  clofe- 
ly  of  the  prefent  Necejfity  of  preparing  to  meet 
Him  in  the  Way  of  His  Judgments .  I  am  hear¬ 
tily  glad  to  hear  from  many ,  what  I  obferv’d  in 
our  own  Congregation ,  I  mean,  the  great  Solem¬ 
nity  with  which  our  Publick  Fafi  was  kept,  I 
hope  it  is  a  Token  unto  us  for  good,  I  am  fur e  it 
will  be  fo,  if  it  be  followed  with  fine  ere  Repen¬ 
tance, 
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twice,  and  we  continue  to  pur  file  the  true  Defign 
offiuch  a  "Day  3  but  if  we  are  only  fright ned  to 
our  Prayers, andhave  no  Intention  to  part  with  our 
Sins ,  if  our  Goodnefs  is  only  as  the  Morning  Cloudy 
and  early  'Dew,  and  "People  return  again  to  thofe 
provoking  Iniquities  by  Reafon  of  which  the  Land 
mournethy  we  may  juftly  fear ,  that  God  will  not 
only  threaten  but  fir  ike,  nay  that  lighter  Strokes 
proving  unfuccefsful  to  humble  and  reform  us  $  he 
will  glorify  himfelf  amongft  us  by  heavier  and 
more  dreadful  Judgments . 

I  am  a  IVitnefs  how  true  a  Concern  Touy  my 
Beloved ',  have  for  the  Honour  of  God,  the  Prof 
per  it y  of  your  Country,  and  the  Continuance  of 
the  Proteftant  Religion  amongfl  us,  I  bejeech you 
to  fir ive  with  God  by  Prayer,  and per  fever  e  here¬ 
in  at  this  Time,  deal  ferioufy  alfo  with  your  own 
Souls ,  and ft  and  in  the  Pofture  of  Servants,  who 
wait  for  their  Lord ’ 

The  many  Obligations  I  am  under  to  you , 
I  take  this  Opportunity  to  acknowledge :  A 
Minifter  fo  happy  in  his  People ,  ought  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  theutmoft  to  be  ujefulto  them  :  The 
Service  of  your  Souls  both  is,  and floallbe  the  Btt- 
Jinefs  and  P  lea  fur  e  of  my  Life :  God  Almighty 
encreafe  your  Grace ,  and  multiply  his  Blefftngs 
upon  ton,  and  Tours,  and  grant  that  both  Minifter 
and  People  may  be  made  accepted  in  the  Beloved ! 

I  am  your 

much  obliged \  and 

moft  affectionate  Servant , 


Hackney.  Defa 
1720. 


John  Barker. 


Amos  IV.  i  z. 

Therefore  thm  will  Ido  Unto  Thee] 
0  Ifrael :  and  becaufe  I  will  do 
this  unto  Thee ,  prepare  to  meet 
thy  God ]  0  Ifrael 

HESE  Words  are  an  Expreilion  of 
God  s  fevere  Refcntment  againft  -a 
finful  People  j  they  are  intended  to 
awaken  their  Convi&ion,  and  to  in- 
timate  their  Duty  under  the  Noti¬ 
ces  of  approaching  Judgment.  God  was  angry 
with  Ifrael ,  and  preparing  to  make  them  fed  that 
He  was  fb,  and  therefore  fends  them  this  Mcf- 
fage  by  his  Prophet.  The  Ten  Tribes  to  whom 
it  is  direded  were  neither  drawn  to  Repentance 
by  God’s  Mercies,  nor  reclaim’d  from  Sin  by  his 
Judgments,  I  have  given  you  (fays  He)  demine fs 
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of  Teeth ,  and  went  of  Bread ,  /  have  [mitten 
you  with  B Lifting' and  Mildew ,  J  have  fint  a- 
mong  you  the  P  (ft  Hence  after  the  Manner  of 
Egypt  i  1  have  overthrown  feme  of  'you ,  as  God 
overthrew  Sodom,  &c.  yet  have  ye  not  re* 
turned  unto  Me  faith  the  Lord  j  Therefore  thus 
will  I  do  unto  Thee  O  Ifrael.  q*  d.  4  I  will  go  on 

*  to  afflidt  you  fo  long  as  you  continue  impeni- 
4  tent,  the  judgments  I  have  fent  already,  I  will 
4  fend  over  again,  and  add  yet  worfe  Things  than 
€  thefe,  except  you  repent  j  you  may  think  and 
i  act  as  you  pleafe,  but  know,  nothing  (hall  fatis- 

*  fy  me  fliort  of  finccre  Repentance,  and  fpeedy 
4  and  thorough  Reformation. 

I  have  chofen  thefe  Words  for  the  Subjcft  of 
this  Days  Difcourfe,  after  many  Thoughts  about 
the  prefent  State  of  Things  amongft  us.  I  would 
by  no  means  raife  any'  groundlefs  Fear,  nor 
make,  or  encourage,  unreafonabie  Complaint  5 
far  be  it  from  me  to  overlook  former  Deliveran¬ 
ces,  or  forget  prefent  Mercies.  I  would  be  as 
thankful  as  any  Man  for  the  Goodnefs  of  God 
to  my  native  Country,  and  I  own,  I  can  caft  my 
Eyes  no  where  in  all  the  World,  and  behold  fq 
happy  a  Nation  as  our  own,  and  yet  there  are  fuch 
Symptoms  now  upon  Us,  that  I  muft  needs  fay, 
My  Flefh  trembleth  'for  fear  of  God ,  and  I  am 
afraid  of  his  Judgments.  If  Hebe  coming  to- 
wards  Us  in  a  W ay  of  Mercy  'twill  be  a  grateful 
Surprize,  if  not  in  one  of  Judgment  vtis  wcl  1? 
much  better  than  our  Sinsdderve,  and  many  good, 
and  wife  Men  amongft  us  fear  5  if  the  Storm  be 

already 
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already  broken,  andtheworft  be  part  with  Us,  ’tis 
happy,  but  if  thefe  be  only  the  Beginning  of  Sor¬ 
rows,  this  Warning  is  fo  much  the  more  proper, 
in  fhort,  whatfoever  is  in  die  Womb  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  it  mult  needs  be  well  to  prepare  for  the 
worft. 

To  aflat  you  in  fuch  Preparation,  let  me  make 
and  emprove  the  following  Obfervation  : 

Do£t.  It  is  the  efpecial  "Duty  of  a  prof  effing 
Teople ,  under  the  Apprehenfion  of  approaching 
Turn (lenient ,  to  prepart  to  meet  their  offended 

G  O  *D. 

1  "*  'i 

In  fpeaking  to  this  Doctrine,  I  will  venture, 

I.  To  mention  fuch  Things  as  appear  to  me 

great  Signs  of  approaching  Punifhment. 

II.  I  will  endeavour  to  (hew  how  in  fuch 
a  Cafe,  a  profdling  People  fhoukl  pre¬ 
pare  to  meet  their  offended  God. 

I.  The  Signs  of  approaching  Punifhmenr  are 
fuch  as  thefe. 

1 .  The  general  Corrup  tion  of  Meeds  Minds  and 
Manners, 

When  a  People  whom  God  has  blefsd  with 
great  Light,  and  lingular  Advantages,  grow  gene¬ 
rally  diffolute,  licentious  and  prophane,  it  is  ve¬ 
ry  provoking  to  God?  and  a  great  Sign  of  ap  - 
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proaching  Miiery.  Jerem.  iii.  8.  jerufalem  (fays 
the  Prophc t)  is  ruins  d,  and  Judah  is  fallen,  be - 
caufe  their  Tongue  and  their  Doings  are  againft 
the  IjOrd  to  provoke  the  Eyes  of  his  Glory .  Se¬ 
cret  Sin  is  obferved  by  Heaven  with  Difpleafure, 
but  when  it  is  open  and  bare-fac’d,  growing  and 
abounding,  it  calls  aloud  for  Vengeance,  and 
threatens  a  fpeedy  Punifhment.  The  Shew  of 
their  Countenance  doth  witnefs  againft  them, 
and  they  declare  their  Sin  as  Sodom,  they  hide 
it  not ?  wo  unto  their  Soul  for  they  have  rewar¬ 
ded  evil  unto  themfelves ,  Ifa.  iii.  9 .  When  Vice 
fpreads  like  an  Infection,  travels  our  Streets  with 
an  avowed  Impudence,  runs  thro’  the  feveral  Or¬ 
ders  of  Men,  and  it  is  thought  a  little  Thing,  be- 
caufe  a  common  Practice,  to  fwear,  and  be  drunk, 
to  lye,  and  deceive,  to  be  covetous,  or  unclean, 
to  make  a  Jeft  of  Religion,  and  feoff  at  all  that 
is  facred,  juft  and  good  5  Who  can  imagine  that 
God  will  long  endure  this  ?  Shall  I  not  vijit faith 
the  Lord  for  thefe  things ,  pall  not  my  Soul  be 
avenged  on  fuch  a  Nation  as  this  ?  Jcr.  v.  9 . 
When  Men  caft  out  their  Wickednefs  as.  a  Foun¬ 
tain  cafteth  out  her  s  Waters,  abundantly  (i.  e.) 
continually,  and  without  ceaftng.  Then  be  thou 
mftrntled  0  Jerufalem,  left  my  Sold  depart  from 
thee ,  left  I  make  thee  de  folate,  a  Land  not  inha¬ 
bited* ,  Jen  vi.  7.  8.  A  Deluge  of  Sin  if  not  fol¬ 
lowed  with  timely  Repentance,  and  fervent  Pray¬ 
er,  naturally,  and  ahnoft  neccflarily  ends  in  a  Tor¬ 
ment  of  Miferv,  "  •  • 
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2.  Unnatural  Heats  and  THvijions. 

Thefe  have  a  bad  Afpect  both  upon  our  civil 
and  facred  Intcrefts,  and  bode  almoft  all  that  is 
ill  to  us  conftder’d  either  as  Men,  or  Chrillians. 
Our  Saviour  long  ago  obferv’d  that  a  Kingdom  di¬ 
vided  againft  it j elf  cannot fiand,  and  it  is  equally 
applicable  to  every  other  Society.  A  dividing 
Spirit  among  Brethren  is  very  unnatural,  and  in¬ 
deed  a  fore  Judgment.  Private  Intereft  is  but  an  ill 
Principle  to  aft  upon,  efpccially  in  Oppofition  to  a 
more  publick  Good,  but  what  then  is  private  Re¬ 
venge!  Harmony  and  Concord  only  is  the  Strength 
and  Beauty  of  Society,  this  can  never  be  too  much 
inculcated  upon  thofe  who  are  Members  one  of  a- 
nother,  T hat  is  a  vile  hand  which  defignedly  lows 
Difcord  amongBrethren,whatloever  alicnatesMen’s 
Affections  from  one  another,  and  enrages  their 
Pallions  one  againft  another,  weakens  their  Hands 
in  Proportion,  and  expofes  them  to  a  common  E- 
ncmy.  They  who  being  united,  are  their  Neigh¬ 
bours  Terror  being  effectually  divided  become 
their  Scorn.  Our  Enemies  have  been  long  of 
Opinion  that  to  divide  Proteftants  is  the  only  fure 
Way  to  fubdue  them  s  hence  are  they  reftlefs, 
and  unwearied  in  thofe  Attempts,  and  what  with 
the  Weaknefs  of  fome,  and  the  Paffions  and 
Lulls  of  others,  they  have  too  often  found  their 
.  Account  in  them.  How  often  rnuft  we  be  told 
.that  the  Golpcl  of  Chrift  is  a  Gofpel  of  Peace, 
'  that  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  is  a  Spirit  of  Holinefs  and 
Love,  and  that  the  fure  Mark  of  a  fincere  Chriftian 
is  unn'.erfal  Charity ;  on  the  contrary,  if  we  are 
j.  '  •  enflamed 
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enflamed  with  party  Zeal,  continue  to  pulldiffe- 
relit  Ways,  and  will  facrifiee  the  Glory  of  God, 
and  the  publick  Good  to  our  own  perverfe  Paffi- 
ons,  all  will  be  thrown  into  utter  Confufion,  if 

ye  bite  and  devour  one  another ,  take  Heed \ 
that  ye  be  not  confirmed  one  of  another ,  Gal  5. 

159 

3 .  The  Abufe  of  eminent  Mercies . 

Great  Mercies  abus’d  into  Occaftons  of  Sin, 
and  us’d  as  Weapons  of  Rebellion  againft  the  God 
who  bellows  them  is  very  provoking :  Todefpiie  . 
the  Riches  of  Divine  Goodncts  is  vile  indeed ; 
nothing  raifes  Refentment  higher,  or  ftains  a 
Man’s  Character  with  more  indelible  Infamy  than 
grofi  Ingratitude.  It  is  recorded  to  the  perpetual 
Shame  of  Ifrael ,  that  they  provoked  God  at  the 
Sea.  Even  at  the  red  Sea  $  diftinguifhing  Mercies 
are  fuited  to  raife  the  moft  tender,  and  generous 
Sentiments  in  the  Mind,  to  overlook  and  deipife 
thefe,  therefore  argues  a  very  difobliging  and  per¬ 
verfe  Spirit.  How  great  Bleffings  are  Liberty, 
Plenty  and  Peace,  but  Ihould  thefe  be  abus'd  into 
Occaftons  of  Debauchery,  Pride  and  Luxury,  no¬ 
thing  can  be  more  provoking,  Heat.  3  2.  6,  ii, 
15,  23.  ‘Do  ye  thus  requite  the  Lord \  Ofoohffo 
"People  and  unwife ,  is  he  not  thy  Father ,  hath  he 
not  made  thee  and  eftablifh'd  thee?  Again,  As 
m  Eagle  jlirreth  up  her  Neft ,  flutter eth  0- 
vet  her  Toung ,  fpreadeth  abroad  her  Wings ,  ta~ 
keth  them ,  and  bear  eth  them  on  her  Wings ,  fo 
the  Lord  alone  did  lead  his  \ People ,  but  Jeafhurun 
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waxed  full,  and  kicked,  they  provoked  him  to jea- 
Joufy  with  fttange  Gods ,  of  the  ixock  shat  begat 
thee ,  thou  art  unmindful,  and  haft  forgotten  God 
that  formed  thee,  and  what  was  the  Coniequence 
of  this  Ingratitude  ?  It  follows,  when  the  Lord 
faw  it  he'' abhorred  them,  I  will  hide  my  Face 
from  them,  I  will  heap  Ivlifckief  upon  them,  I 
will  f pend  mine  Arrows  upon  them.  Behold  a 
Punifhment  equal  to  their  Crime !  When  Mat¬ 
ters  come  to  this  Pals,  God  may  appeal  to  Heaven 
and  Earth  againft  fuch  a  People.  Nothing  deferves 
more  heavy  Strokes  of  Punilhment,  than  a  long 
Abufe  of  eminent  diftingulhing  Mercy. 

4.  Infenftbility  under  remarkable  "Judgments. 

This  is  obferved  as  the  aggravated  Guilt  of  If 
rael,  in  the  Chapter  before  us,  God  had  affli&ed 
them  with  Famine,  Peftilerice  and  Fire,  and  yet 
they  returned  not  unto  him,  they  were  become 
incorrrigible,  and  feem’d  determin’d  rather  to  fuf- 
fer  than  reform,  now  what  can  we  fuppofe  will 
follow  fuch  an  unufual  Degree  of  Wickednefs ! 
They  who  hear  not  when  God  Ipeaits,  are  yet 
ufed  to  feel  when  he  ftrikes,  in  their  Affliliion 
they  will feek  me  early.  Of  all  things  this  Tem¬ 
per  is  molt  to  be  dreaded,  nothing  looks  mord 
likely  to  end  in  utter  Rejection  and  Ruin,  tnan 
an  incorrigible  Temper.  1  W  e  in  this  Nation 
have  Reafon  to  make  a  dole  Application  here, 
We  have  tailed  largely  of  Divine  Mercy,  but  this 
has  not  reform’d  us,  and  now  God  has  given  us 
the  Cup  of  A fflidion  5  we  are  fmitten  as  it  were 
by  an  invifible  Hand,  and  fal’n  from  high-rais’d 
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Expectations  to  a  low  Eftate  ;  the  Pride  of  our 
Countenances  is  fain  into  a  fudden  Dejection* 
and  we  all  fee  this  potent,  profperous  Nation  now 
reeling  and  ftaggering  under  the  Frowns  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  :  A  fweeping  Plague  alio,  as  it  were, 
waits  on  the  other  Side  the  Water  for  God’s 
Commiffion  5  hitherto  it  is  flayed  there,  as  if 
Heaven  was  willing  to  try  one  Judgment  firft^ 
as  if  God  would  wait  till  he  faw  how  thefe 
Things  will  operate  with  us.  Our  Sovereign  has 
proclaimed  this  Fail  principally  on  this  Account, 
to  deprecate  fo  heavy  a  Judgment;  O  may  it 
prove  an  acceptable  'Day  to  the  Lord !  Attend, 
O  our  Souls,  to  the  loud  Voice  of  Providence  ! 
Amos  iii.  6,  7,  8.  Shall  a  Trumpet  be  blown  in 
the  City ,  and  the  People  not  be  afraid  ?  Shall 
the  Lion  roar ,  and  few  or  none  hear  and  trem¬ 
ble  ?  Is  there  Evil  in  the  City ,  and  the  Lord 
hath  not  done  it?  They  are  fad  Things  we  feel 
already ;  but  if  we  are  fo  violently  addicted  to  fin* 
that  there  is  no  reclaiming  us,  worfe  Things  than 
thefe  will  come  upon  us. 

5 .  Neglebfy  or  carelefs  Performance  of  Religi¬ 
ous  Duties . 

As  nothing  looks  better  upon  a  profefling  Peo¬ 
ple  than  a  regular,  devout  Obfervation  of  the 
inftituted  Worlhip  of  God ;  fo  there  is  hardly  a 
more  threatning  Symptom  than  a  general  Ne- 
gleCt,  or  vifible  Coldneis  and  Indifferency  here.* 
God  has  a  jealous  Eye  upon  his  own  Inftitutions 
and  if  thefe  are  corrupted,  proftituted  or  neg¬ 
lected,  the  Lord  will  fearch  out  this,  if  we  do  not 
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fanclifyGod  in  his  Worihip,  he  will  fanftify  him- 
felf,  and  glorify  hlmfelf.  If  we  make  no  con¬ 
fidence  of  his  Ordinances  he  will  defpiie  usy  and  it 
we  obferve  them  in  a  Way  that  he  appoints  noty 
he  will  defpiie  them.  1  hate ,  1  defpife  your  Feaji 
cDaysJ  I  will  not  frnell  in  your  folemn  Ajfemblies: 
take  away  the  Noife  of  your  Songs ,  1  will  not 
hear  the  Melody  of  your  Viols ,  Arnos,  v.  2 1 
Ceremonious  Obfervances  will  never  pais  with 
God  for  inftituted  Worfhip,  nor  will  his  own 
Inftitutions  be  acceptable  to  him  unlefs  obferved 
with  an  cnlightncd  Mind,  an  obedient  Will,  a 
convinced  Gonfciencc,  and  devout  Affections. 

6.  The  ‘Departure  of  God. 

This  is  itfelf  a  fore  judgment,  and  entails  upon  v 
aforfaken  People,  a  complicated  Mifery,  woe 
to  them  when  1  depart  from  them ,  Hof  ix. 
12.  God’s  Effcntial  Prefence  departs  from  none 
of  his  Creatures  5  but  fo  docs  fometimes  his 


gracious  one;  His  Prefence  of  gene- 


fal  Obfcrvation  is  every  where,  but  that  of  pow¬ 
erful,  and  gracious  Influence,  may  withdraw,- 


can 


and  this  I  take  to  be  the  greateft  Lois 
befall  any  People  in  this  World,  and  the  foreft 
Judgment  cither  to  particular  Pcrfons,  or  to  So¬ 
cieties.  That  Day  the  Ark  of  the  Lord,  was  ta¬ 
ken,  the  Sign  of  Ins  gracious  Piefcncc  with  mat 
People,  all  lifrael  fleddacfore  their  Enemicsy  and 
Thirty  Thoufand  fell  by  the  Sword,  x  Sam.  iv; 


10,  11.  King  Saul  that  great  W amour,,  runs' 
about  in  the  utinoii  Confuiton,  1  Sam;  28'.  1  e, 
16,  faying,  I  am  fore  diftreffed  for  the  ‘Philfr 

C  '  fines 
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fines  make  War  upon  me,  and  God  is  de¬ 
parted  from  me.  With  what  Paffion  docs 
penitent  PDavid  deprecate  Gods  Departure,  caft 
me  not  away  from  thy  ‘Prefence ,  and  take 
not  thy  holy  Spirit  from  me  !  The  gracious  Pre- 
fence  of  God  is  our  greateft  Glory  and  Comfort, 
fb  long  as  we  fecure  this  it  is  not  fo  much  what 
we  lofe,  or  fuffer  :  This,  as  it  enriches  our  Mer¬ 
cies,  and  makes  them  doubly  grateful  s  fo  it  lei- 
fens  our  Afflidions,  and  makes  the  heavieft  of 
them  tolerable.  God  with  us  will  keep  Cor¬ 
rection  within  Bounds  and  Meafure,  fecure  the 
Benefit  of  the  Rod,  and  caufe  the  Trial  to  ifliie 
well:  The  Furnace  in  this  Cafe  will  prove  a  Refi¬ 
ning,  not  a  confuming  Fire  j  But  if  God  depart 
from  us,  we  are  undone  to  purpofe  ;  his  Spirit  will 
then  no  longer  drive  nor  flay  with  us;  hisWord  and 
Ordinances  will  remove  with  him  5  his  Providence 
will  no  longer  defend  us,  nor  his  Comforts  delight 
cur  Souls  i  our  civil  and  facred  Interefts  will  both 
be  deftroy’d,  the  Foundations  be  out  of  Courfe  i 
every  Creature  will  arm  itfelf  againit  us,  and  all 
Things  run  into  utter  Confufion.  O  let  all  who 
have  ever  experiencM  the  Prefence  of  God  in  a 
Way  of  fenfible  Comfort,  and  fpecial  Benefit, 
deprecate  his  Departure  5  lament  O  our  Souls  after 
a  departing  God!  Dread  his  wrathful,  and  paf 
fionately  implore  his  gracious,  Prefence. 

II.  The  Second  Enquiry  is,  How  fhould  a  threat- 
lied  People  prepare  to  meet  an  offended  God  > 

This  Enquiry  is  moil  important,  becaufe,  to 
think  of  avoiding  God  is  vain,  Adam 
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Adam  made  a  very  mean  Figure  when  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  hide  himfelf  from  his  Maker,  and 
found  it  a  vain  Attempt ;  whom  God  fecks  he 
will  find,  whom  he  purfues  he  will  be  fure  to  o- 
vertake,  his  Eye  pierces  thro’  the  thickcft  Dark- 
nefs,  no  Diftance  can  remove  us  out  of  the  Reach 
of  his  Hand,  could  we  take  the  Wings  of  the 
Morning,  we  could  not  fly  from  him ,  and-  Jhould 
we  fay,  the  Darknefs  fall  cover  us,  even  the 
Night  fall  be  Light  about  us,  Darknefs  and 
Light,  are  both  alike  to  God ,  Pfal.  cxxxix. 

To  meet  him,  and  endure  his  Wrath  is  impof- 
fible. 

As  well  may  the  parched  Stubble  endure  the 
devouring  Flame,  as  finful  Men  ftand  before  God 
when  he  is  angry :  Can  we  flop  the  Courfe  of 
Lightning,  or  hold  the  Wind  in  our  Fifts  ?  No 
more  can  we  bear  Almighty  Wrath  :  One  Drop 
of  pure  unmixed  Wrath  will  enrage  the  Con¬ 
fidence  ,  and  terrify  the  Soul  beyond  endu¬ 
ring,  while  I fujfer  thy  Terrors  (fays  Heman )  I  am 
dijtrabled,  Pfal.  Ixxxviii.  15. 

To  meet  God  and  contend  with  him  is  fatal. 

The  Wrath  of  a  Creature  may  be  withftood, 
and  when  we  cannot  efcape  by  Stratagem,  we 
may  poffibly  overcome  by  Force,  but  who  know - 
eth  the  Tower  of  God's  Anger,  according  to  thy 
Fear,  fo  is  thy  Wrath,  one  ferious  Thought 
of  Omnipotent  Wrath  is  enough  to  make 
the  proudeft  Sinners  {loop  and  tremble,  what 
Confufion  and  Horror  would  feize  our  Souls,  and 
fill  our  World,  fioculd  the  Almighty  whet  his 

C  a  glit - 
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glittering  Sword ,  and  bathe  the  fame  in  Heaven . 
Deut.  xxxii.  3 1 .  lia.  xxxiv.  5 . 

We  cannot  meet  God,  and  impeach  his  Righte? 
nefs,or  judly  plead  we  don  t  deferve  his  high  Dif- 
pleafure. 

How  floould  Man  be  juft  with  God ,  if  he  will 
contend )  he  cannot  anfwer  him  one  of  a  Thoufand. 
If  I  [peak  of  Strength  jo  he  is ftrongs  and  if  of  Judg¬ 
ment,  who  fhall  fet  me  a  Time  to  plead,  Job  ix.  3 , 
1 9.  God  will  do  no  Man  wrong, divineThreatnings 
are  none  of  them  arbitrary  and  partial,  nor  any- 
executed  Punishment  undeserved,  or  excedive. 
God  has  a  Witnefsin  the  bread  of  every  Sinner  that 
lie  is  righteous.  How  often  did  he  Shew  rebelli¬ 
ous  Ifrael  that  his  Ways  were  equal !  The  Defcrt 
of  Sin  is  the  Wrath  and  Curie  of  God,  and  if  we 
fay  we  have  no  Sin ,  we  deceive  ourfelves. 

Nor  can  we  meet  him,  and  mate  Satisfaction 
to  his  offended  Majefty,  which  of  us  can  redeem 
his  Brother ,  or  himfelf,  or  offer  to  God  a  Ranfom 
for  his  Sold?  To  Satisfy  violated  Laws,  glorify 
offended  Attributes,  and  give  to  God  a  Recom¬ 
mence  for  innumerable  Sins  is  to  be  done  by  none 
but  the  Son  of  God,  the  mod  codly  Sacrifices, 
and  paffionate  Pleadings  of  a  wretched  Sinner, 
will  avail  him  nothing  in  a  Way  of  Satisfaction, 
nothing  avails  here  but  the  rich  and  precious 
Blood  of  a  Redeemer,  even  Chrifts  Satisfadion 
had  not  been  total  and  plenary,  had  he  not  been 
equal  with  God,  hence  that  of  the  Prophet,  a- 
awake  O  Sword  againft  the  Man  that  is  my 
Bellow ,  Zech,  xiii.  7. 

And 
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And  yet  Ifiael  no  doubt  are  direded  how  to 
prepare  to  meet  God  in  fuch  a  Manner  as,  if  poi- 
fible,  to  prevent  the  Punifhmcnt  threatned  againft 
them  5  or,  if  that  could  not  be,  than  to  prepare 
to  receive  it.  And  hereupon  it  is  proper  to 
enquire, 

1 .  How  are  we  to  prepare  to  meet  an  offend¬ 
ed  God,  fo  as  to  turn  away  his  Wrath  from  us. 

The  Expreflion  which  the  Prophet  repeats  five 
Times  over  in  this  Chapter  will  furnifli  us  with 
an  Anfwer  to  this  Enquiry,  yet  have  ye  not  re¬ 
turned  unto  me  faith  the  Lord .  True  Repentance 
is  the  only  fafe  and  comfortable  Way  in  which 
to  meet  an  offended  God,  then  is  Gods  Con- 
trovcrly  like  to  ceafe  with  a  backfliding  People 
when  they  leave  the  Way  of  Sin,  and  return  into 
that  of  Duty,  thus  faith  the  Lord  God  to  the 
houfe  oflbzdfeekye  me  and  ye  Jhall  live,  Amos,v.4* 

Come  then  to  God,  in  Order  to  prevent 
approaching  Mifery  with  a  true  Senfe  of  Sin  s 
appear  to  underhand  what  this  is,  and  what  it  de- 
ferves.  Sin  is  an  Evil  and  a  bitter  Thing,  pro¬ 
voking  to  the  Eyes  of  Gods  Glory,  an  Affront  to 
his  juft  and  equal  Laws,  a  Difhonour  and  Con¬ 
tempt  of  the  bleffed  Jefus,  the  Shame  and  Dif- 
grace  of  the  humane  Nature,  the  Curie  and  Plague 
of  the  World,  and  the  Bane  of  all  good  Order, 
and  regular  Society  among  Men :  As  ever  there¬ 
fore  weexped  God  fhould  be  appealed,  thismuft 
not  be  regarded  in  our  Hearts,  cherifh’d  in  our 
Bofoms,  roled  as  a  fweet  M oriel  under  our 
Tongues,  no  longer  indulg’d,  nq  more  excused 

and 
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and  palliated,  but  openly  difavowed,  and  publick- 
ly  abhorr’d  and  detefted. 

Meet  him  likewife  with  folemn  Humiliation 
and  Prayer. 

Ingenuous  Acknowledgment  of  an  Offence 
greatly  affeds  a  generous  Mind.  A  difobedient 
Child  has  no  fiich  fure  Way  to  a  Parents  Heart, 
as  by  Tears  and  Supplication  j  nay,  a  Rebel,  who 
throws  down  his  Arms,  and  proftrates  himfeif  at 
the  Feet  of  his  Sovereign,  may  hope  to  obtain 
his  pardon.  Prayer  has  been  feen  to  difarm  ( if 
I  may  be  allow’d  the  Expreffion)  almighty  Ven¬ 
geance,  fmooth  the  Frowns  of  Heaven,  and  /car¬ 
ter  the  Clouds  of  threatning  Wrath.  When 
Cod;  gives  Opportunity  to  pray,  and  a  Heart  to 
improve  it,  it  difeovers  an  Intention  of  Mercy 9 
and  a  Willingnefs  to  be  reconciled.  When  his 
judicial  Purpofes  are  fix’d,  and  the  irrevocable  De¬ 
cree  gone  forth,  there  is  commonly,  either  no 
room  for  Interceffion,  or  none  found  to  make 
it.  If  there  be  a  Mofes  to  ftand  in  the  Breach, 
Prophets,  and  good  Men,  to  aifemble  the  Lord’s 
People,  and  fpread  out  their  Hands  unto  Heaven, 
our  Cafe  is  hopeful.  That  awful  Prohibition 
jer.  vii,  1 6.  has  yet  fomething  encouraging  in  it. 
Therefore  pray  not  thou  for  this  People,  neither 
lift  up  Cry  nor  Prayer  for  them ,  for  I  will  not 
hear  thee  3  q.d.  c  Prophet,  you  know  your  Power 
c  with  y  our  God ;fhouldft  thou  pray, I  fhould  berea- 
*  dy  to  flop  the  Meflengers  of  Wrath  and  Death, 

£  I  won’t  have  you  pray  therefore  at  this  Time 
6  becaufe  I  won  t  have  the  Uneafincfs  to  deny 

£  your 
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c  your  Requeflv  God  is  known  to  his  People  by 
the  Title  of  God  hearing  'Prayer,  innumerable 
Promifes  are  made  to  the  faithful  Dii charge  of 
this  Duty  i  it  has  been  ufual  with  good  Souls, 
who  have  afcended  to  Heaven  upon  the  Wings 
of  Prayer,  to  bring  down  the  tender  Mercies  of 
God  from  thence  along  with  them  5  and  it  is  the 
fuccdllve  Experience  of  every  Generation  of  good 
Men,  that  it  is  not  in  vain  to  call  upon  God. 
When  tiic  Spirit  of  God  quickens  his  People  to 
Prayer,  and  enlarges  them  in  it,  they  will  pro¬ 
bably  obtain  what  they  ask  for  others  ,*  but  if  not 
that,  they  will  however,  at  Icaft  deliver  their  own 
Souls. 

Add  now,  a  Readinefs  to  part  with  every 
Thing  which  has  given  Occafion  to  the  Con- 
troverfy  between  God  and  us,  Refelution  to  re¬ 
new  our  Covenant,  and  revolt  no  more,  and 
the  Work  is  done. 

And  O  that  there  were  inch  a  Heart  in  us ! 
Would  we  give  up  the  accurfed  Things  tSiat  arc 
amongft  us,  facrifice  the  Idols'  to  which  we  have 
bowed,  flay  thofe  Lulls  which  war  againft  out 
Souls,  and  put  away  the  Pollutions  that  defile 
our  Land,  the  Heart  of  God  would  be  towards 
us  again,  and  we  fliould  continue  to  behold 
his  Glory  as  ufual  in  the  Sanduary  !  Would 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  raife  our  Indignation  at 
Sin,  and  bring  us  to  that  Tendernds  of  Spirit 
exprds’d  by  Returning  Ifrael ,  Jen  ill  22.  Be¬ 
hold ,  we  come  unto  thee ,  for  thou  art  the 
Lord  our  God,  We  might  then  hope  our 

Days 
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Days  of  Mourning  would  foon  be  accomplifh- 
cd,  and  a  difpleafcd  God  be  angry  with  us  no’ 
more. 

The  Grounds  we  have  to  believe,  that  fuch 
a  Preparation  to  meet  an  offended  God  would 
prevent  threatned  Punifhment,  are 

(i.)  His  Nature . 

This  is  merciful  and  gracious,  infinitely,  and 
unchangeably  kind,  and  good  :  Mercy  is  the 
darling  Attribute  of  the  Almighty ;  the  Sacred 
Pages  reprefent  this  to  us  in  the  ftrongeft  Light, 
and  deferibe  it  in  the  higheft  and  moft  lofty 
Strains  of  Language  5  It  endures  for  ever,  it 
is  from  everlajting  unto  everlafling ,  it  is  ex¬ 
ceeding  abundant  above  all  that  we  are  able 
to  ashler  think.  No  Tongue  can  utter,  nor 
any  Heart  of  Man  conceive  the  Extent  of  this: 
What  Encouragement  is  it  to  penitent  Souls  to 
be  told,  that  God  is  Love  !  His  W orks  and 
Word  abundantly  declare  this  3  behold  God  in 
the  Gofpel  of  his  Grace,  behold  him  in  his 
incarnate  Son,  remember  at  what  a  vaft  Expence 
he  glorified  tile  milder,  and  what  prodigious 
Provocation  he  had  to  glorify  the  feverer  Attri¬ 
bute,  and  then  judge  of  this  Encouragement. 

(2.)  The  Ufage  of  cPr  evidence . 

The  Sacred  Hiftory  informs  us,  that  fin  cere 
Repentance  always  meets  with  great  Companion  r 
The  "Princes  of  Ifrael  and  the  King  humbled 
t hem fe Ives ,  and  faid ,  The  Lord  is  righteous  3 
then  came  the  JVord  of  the  Lord  to  Shemaiah, 
faying,  they  have  humbled  themfelves7  therefore 

I  will 
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I  will  not  deftroj  them ,  2  Citron*  xii.  6,  7. 
Whenever  rebellious  Ifrael  came  unto  their  x 
God  weeping  over  their  Sins  with  real  Contri¬ 
tion,  he  fent  them  away  rejoy cing  :  No  In- 
ftance  can  be  given  of  a  reformed  People  be¬ 
ing  utterly  undone  and  ruin’d  fo  far  from  this, 
that  the  Prayers  of  a  few  good  Souls  have 
often  faved  a  whole  Society  5  had  there  been 
ten  righteous  Men  in  Sodom  the  City  had  not 
been  confirmed,  Repentance  arid  Prayer  have 
fheathed  the  devouring  Sword,  quenched  the 
Violence  of  Fire,  pacified  the  Fury  of  Heaven, 
and  recalled  the  Arrows  of  Death.  The  Deftm 
of  Ami&ion  is  not  to  confume,  but  reform 
and  lave. 

(3.)  The  Relation  between  God  and  his  Peo¬ 
ple, 

This  is  very  near  and  intimate,  and  gives 
Ground  of  great  Encouragement  in  Times  of 
Diftrefs  and  Seafons  of  Danger  5  Are  we  not 
thy  ^People  >  is  a  Plea  that  penetrates  into  the 
very  Heart  of  God,  every  Age  and  Generation 
of  good  People  have  found  That  a  fuecefiful 
Argument  in  Prayer,  What  wilt  thou  do  to  thy 
great  Name,  The  Lord's  Portion  (fays  Mofes) 
is  his  "People,  and  Jacob  is  the  Lot  of  his  Inheri¬ 
tance,  Dent,  xxxii.  9.  The  Love  of  God  to  his 
People  is  rich  and  free,  lading  and  unchange¬ 
able  :  He  himfelf  fometimes  pleads  the  near 
Relation  there  is  between  them.  Turn  O  back - 
fliding  Children,  faith  the  Lord ,  for  I  am 
married  unto  you,  Aftonifhing  Goodnefs !  What 

D  God 
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God  urges  upon  Ifrael,  as  a  Motive  to  Repentance, 
Ifrael  mzy  undoubtedly  return  upon  him  as  a  Plea 
for  Mercy ;  the  Love  of  this  Relation  beareth  all 
Things,  forgiveth  all  Things. 

(4).  His  exprefs  Promjfe. 

If  my  ‘People,  which  are  called  by  my  Namei 
pall  humble  themfelves  and  pray ,  and  fe ek  my 
Face,  and  turn  from  their  wicked  Ways ,  then 
will  I  hear  from  Heaven ,  and forgive  their  Sins , 
and  heal  their  Land,  z  Chron.  vii.  14.  If  we 
confefs  our  Sins ,  He  is  f  aithful  and  juft  to  for¬ 
give'  us  our  Sins ,  and  to  cleanfe  ns  from  all  Un¬ 
right  eoufnefs,  x  John  i.  9,  Thefe  two  Places 
are  full  to  the  Purpofe,  and  tho'  I  mention  no 
more,  every  one  acquainted  with  the  Bible  knows 
that  luch  Promifes  as  thefe  are  exceeding  many, 
as  well  as  precious,  and  Hand,  and  Ihine  every 
where  up  and  down  the  facred  Pages.  All  this 
then  is  theloudeft  Call  to  deep  and  fpeedy  Repen¬ 
tance,  and  the  grcateft  Encouragement  to  Faith, 
and  Prayer  :  Thus  Ihould  his  People  endeavour  to 
meet  their  God,  and  falling  before  him,  may 
humbly  hope  the  Lord  will  lift  them  up.  But 

2.  Suppofe  Judgment  is  inevitable,  and  there 
be  no  Door  of  Efcapc,  how  are  we  then  to 
prepare  to  meet  our  God  ? 

It  tmtft  be  own’d  that  Sin  is  fometimes  at  luch 
an  Height  even  among  a  profefling  People,  that 
God  cannot,  confidently  with  his  Juftice,  and 
Faithful nefs,  any  longer  forbear  to  punifli  it.  You 
havean  I  nftance  to  this  Purpofe,  inthexivth.  and 
xvth.Chaptcrs  of  "Jeremiah,  The  Prophet  urges  up¬ 
on 
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on  God  the  feveral  Pleas  for  mercy  with  a  paffionatc 
Importunity,  O  Lord,  fays  he,  thf  our  Iniquities 
teftify  againft  us,  do  thou  it  for  thy  Names  Sake, 
O  the  Hope  of  Ifrael ,  the  Saviour  thereo  f  in 
Time  of  Trouble  !  Wh9  Jhouldeft.  thou  be  as 
a  Stranger  in  the  Land  ?  Again,  Do  not  ab¬ 
hor  m  for  thy  Name’s  Sake,  do  not  difgrace  the 
Throne  of  thy  Glory.  But  all  would  not  do; 
the  Anfwer  was,  Tho  Mofes  and  Samuel  flood 
before  me,  yet  my  Mind  could  not  be  towards 
this  Teople,  caft  them  out  of  my  Sight,  and  let 
them  eo  forth,  fuch  as  are  for  Death,  to  Death-, 
fuch  as  are  for  the  Sword ,  to  the  Sword-,  fuch 
as  are  for  the  Famine ,  to  the  Famine-,  and  Juch 
as  are  for  the  Captivity ,  to  the  Captivity. 

If  this  fhould  come  to  be  our  Cafe,  we  mult 
yet  prepare  to  meet  our  God,  and  in  Order  to  do 

it  with  Comfort,  let  us,  ,  , 

1.  Confider  well  the  Ways  of  God,  and  deli¬ 
berate  in  our  o  wn  Minds  about  the  Conduct  of 
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God  is  not  only  an  abfolute  Sovereign,  whofe 
will  is  irrefiftible,  but  he  is  a  wife,  and  good  be 
ing,  all  whofe  Ways  are  Mercy  and  Truth ,  ic 
has  his  own  Glory  always  in  View,  and  his  Peo¬ 
ples  belt  Good :  There  is  a  Beauty  and  Harmony 
in  all  his  Works,  God  never  acts  unbecoming 
himfelf,  never  does  a  Thing  inconfiftent  with 
his  Honour,  or  takes  one  fingle  Step  anufs ;  his 
judicial  Proceedings  are  guided  with  unerring  Wit- 
dom,  and  there  is  nothing  partial,  or  arbitrary  in 
any  of  his  Difpenfations ;  here  therefore  let  his 

'  Da  People 
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People  recoiled:  themfelves,andconfiderthe  equity, 
and  Wifdom  of  Providence,  We  may  not  know 
what  God  is  about  to  do,  what  fpecial  Ends  he  has 
in  his  Eye,  or  what  fecret  Purpofc  he  is  effecting, 
but  inaimuch,  as  we  are  furc,  his  W  ays  are  equal, 
Iiis  Conduct  regular,  and  fteddy,  and  his  Love  to 
his.  People  lure  and  unchangeable,  we  fhould 
ckfire  that  he  would  take  his  own  Way,  to  glori¬ 
fy  his  own  Attributes,  to  bring  about  his  own 
Dcfigns,  and  to  deflroy  his  Enemies,  either  in 
our  Souls,  or  in  the  World.  Should  his  Judg¬ 
ments  invade  the  Earth,  it  fhall  however  go  well 
with  the  Righteous,  God  will  either  hide  fuch  by 
his  Providence,  till  Death  has  finifh  d  its  Tri¬ 


umphs,  or  he  will  take  them  away  from  the  Evil 
to  come,  and  it  is  much  the  fame  to  the  Godly 
whether  they  are  delivered  from  Death,  or  deli¬ 
vered  by  it.  The  PfJmiji  reprefents  the  Church 
joyful  and  triumphant,  while  the  fevered:  Judg¬ 
ments  are  threatned  and  infli&ed  5  A  Fire goeth  be - 
fore  him ,  the  Earth  trembled ,  and  the  Hills  aljb 
melted  like  Wax ,  at  the  Prefence  of  the  Lord \ 
but  Zion  heard  and  was  glad,  the  Daughters 
of  Judah  rejoyeedj  becaufe  of  thy  Judgments^  O 
Lord,  Pfah  xcvii. 

2.  We  fhould  refign  to  his  WilL 

And  this  not  merely  out  of  Nccefllty,  but 
Choice,  not  only  becaufe  it  is  an  irrefiftiblc,  but 
a  wife  and  holy  Will.  The  Sovereignty  of  God 
is  enough  to  filence  us,  but  his  Wifdom  and  Love 
will  quiet  and  fatisfy  his  People  in  all  his  Con- 
dud,  When  Aaron  faw  his  Sons  devour'd  by 
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fire  from  the  Lord  he  was  told,  by  Mofes,  That 
the  Lord  will  be  fanhlified  in  them  that  comp 
nigh  him t  and  before  all  the  People  he  will 
be  glorified ;  and  hereupon  it  is  faid,  Aaron  held 
his  Peace,  he  uttered  not  one  complaining 
Word,  his  Carriage  intimates  Acquiefcence  as 
well  as  Submiffion,  to  Eli  when  Samuel  deli¬ 
vered  that  dreadful  Meflage,  that  God  would 
judge  his  Houfe  forever,  makes  this  wife,  and 
proper  Anfwer,  it  is  the  Lord ,  let  him  do  what 
feemeth  him  Good,  i  Sam.  iii.  18.  And  to  a 
Greater  than  Both,  Father  glorify  thy  Name „ 
This  is  a  Dire&ion  to  good  People  how  to  meet 
divine] udgments  5  let  every  fuch  Perfonrefign  him- 
felf  to  the  Will  of  God,  “  Here  I  am,  Great  God, 
“  do  with  thy  Servant  as  feems  Thee  good,  I  am 
a  felf  judged,  and  a  felf  condemned  Creature, 
“  but  I  Jye  at  the  Foot  of  God,  I  know  not  what 
-■  it  will  pleafe  the  Lord  to  do  with  me,  thy 
ic  Judgments  are  gone  forth  into  the  Earth,  and 
may  fhortly  reach  tome,  if  thou  fendeft  Trom 
■ c  ble,  who  diall  give  Peace,  if  I  furvive  approa- 
€C  ching  Calamity,  I  will  own  diftinguifliingMer- 
“  cy,  but  if  1  perifh,  I  perifb  ,*  let  God  take  his 
“  own  Way  with  me,  if  Life  be  ipafd.  Ill  own 
“  the  Hand  that  faves  me,  but  if  I  am  appointed 
to  Death,  I  will  dye  as  I  have  liv’d,  upon  my 
Knees,  making  Supplication  unto  my  Judge. 
■4  And  now  Lord,  my  Heart  is  fixed,  I  am  ready 
u  with  Reverence,  and  Humility  to  meet  my  Fate, 
f  go  I  muft  fooner  or  later,  I  can  dye  but  once, 
f  O  may  it  be  a  Paffage  to  eternal  Life  and  Blef- 
f  fednefs,  and  then  welcome  the  Will  of  God ! 
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3.  We  Jhould  be  careful  to  be  found  of  God 
in  ePeace. 

In  a  Time  of  general  Diftrefi,  who  would  not 
wiffl  his  Confidence  peaceful?  and  his  Spirit  calm 
and  eafy !  How  unhappy  is  he  whom  Affliction 
finds  perplex'd  with  worldly  Cares,  ruffl’d  with 
ungodly  Paffions  or  diftrefs’d  with  prevailing  Sin ! 
A  difcompofed  Spirit  is  moft  undatable  to  fuch  a 
Junfture  as  this  >  let  us  labour  therefore  after  that 
Peace  with  God,  and  with  our  own  Confciences 
which  is  the  Purchafe  of  a  Redeemer  s  Death,  and 
the  Fruit  of  the  bleffed  Spirit  ;  efpecially,  let 
this  unite  the  Hearts  of  Good  Men  in  the 
Love  of  God,  and  of  one  another,  is  this  a 
Time  for  Brethren  to  fall  out  i  Are  we  con¬ 
tending  with  one  another  at  a  Seafon  which 
requires  us  All  to  be  ftriving  together  in  Prayer  to 
God  ?  Will  neither  civil  nor  facred  Interefts  com- 
pofe  our  Differences,  and  reinflarne  our  Charity  > 
Is  this  a  Time  for  Alteration  and  Strife,  for  Wran¬ 
gling  and  Debate,  for  Jealoufy  and  Diftance  ?  It 
is  an  odious  Thing  for  Brethren  to  be  Accufers 
one  of  another  at  any  Time,  but  in  one  of  com¬ 
mon  Calamity,  it  is  vifibly  a  fore  Judgment.  O 
my  God  may  I  be  found  of  thee  in  Peace !  Surely 
it  is  more  than  Time,  for  the  Servants  of  Chrift 
to  lay  afide  their  Differences,  and  unite  their  En¬ 
deavours  to  prepare  the  Lord’s  People  for  what  is 
before  them  in  the  Womb  of  his  Providence.  If 
a  Day  of  Profperity  has  made  us  wanton,  one  of 
Adverfity  fhould  make  us  confiderate ;  who  wou’d 
not  wifli  to  dye  in  Peace,  rather  than  live  in  the 

lire  of  Contention !  How  uncomfortable  muft  it 

;  *  ’  '  "  be 
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be,  to  bear  Witnels  againft  the  Perverfcnefs  of 
good  Men !  How  uncomfortable  to  perceive  a 
Tinder  in  our  Spirits,  apt  to  kindle  by  every  Spark 
of  unhallowed  Fire  that  happens  to  be  ftruck  into 
them?  A  fufpicious,  uncharitable,  contentious 
Spirit,  I  fhould  think  is  neither  fit  to  live,  nor  to 
dye  withal  *. 

4.  We  Jhould  examine ,  and  clear  up  our  Evi¬ 
dences  for  Heaven . 

Now  is  a  proper  Time  to  enquire  into  the  Re¬ 
ality  and  Glory  of  that  State,  our  own  Title  to, 
and  Intereft  in,  it,  and  how  far  we  are  meet  to  be 
Partakers  of  this  Inheritance.  Let  us  go  over  the 
Grounds  of  our  Hope  afrefb*  and  fearch  and  try 
our  Heart  and  Way.  O  let  it  not  be  a  doubtful 
Thing  with  us,  whether  we  believe  in  Chrift,  and 
are  favingly  united  to  him  by  a  divine  Faith  j  whe¬ 
ther  we  belong  to  God,  and  are  acccepted  by  him 
thro’  the  Beloved,  to  the  Praife  of  the  Glory  of  his 
Grace  j  whether  we  are  tranflated  out  of  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Darknefs  into  that  of  God’s  dear  Son, or  are 
{till  in  the  Gall  of  Bitternefs,  and  Bond  of  Iniquity  J 
Have  we  been  perfuaded,  and  enabled  to  yield  our 
felves  unto  God  ?  Do  we  ferve  the  Lord  Chrift  ? 
Are  we  the  Workmanship  of  the  divine  Spirit,  and 
is  He  carrying  on  a  Work  of  progrelllve  Sanftifica- 
.  tion  in  our  Souls  ?  Have  we  a  comfortable  Hope 
that  thro  the  infinite  Mercy  of  God,  and  the  in¬ 
finite  Merit  of  Jefus  Chrift,  it  fhall  go  well  with 
our  Souls  forever  ?  And  are  we  able  to  render  a  Rea- 
fon  of  this  Hope,  with  Meeknels  and  Fear  ?  If  fb? 
We  are  in  a  good  Pofture  to  meet  approaching  Judg- 

f  See  Dr.  Calamfg  Sermon  on  Truth  and  Love,  lately  prince  j  tor  J.  Clark. 
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iiient.  A  Man  who  is  fit  to  dye,  and  meet  for 
Heaven,  has  nothing  to  fear,  unlefs  it  be  to  live, 
and  be  unfit  again.  Death  is  fuch  a  O  nils  Quietus j 
and  fhould  it  make  eVer  fo  fpeedy  an  Approach,  or 
the  Form  of  its  Appearance  be  fomewhat  firightful 
and  ftartling,  all  that  will  fbon  be  over :  A  well 
difpofed,  well  prepared  Chriftian  may  not  only 
ftand  firm,  and  fafe,  when  God  approaches  to  cor- 
red  his  Church,  but  may  ftand  upon  the  Ruins  of 
a  coniuming  World,  in  the  Profpcd  of  a  glorious 
Immortality,  and  in  the  Virtue  of  that  Word  of 
God  which  liveth,  and  abideth  forever. 

This  is  what  I  take  to  be  the  efpecial  Duty  of 
the  prefent  Time :  I  will  now  conclude,  by  calling 
upon  all  good  Men,  to  fhew  their  Love  to  their 
Country,  their  Duty  to  the  Beft  of  KINGS, 
and  their  affedionate  Concern  for  the  Proteftant 
Religion,  and  the  Liberties  of  England  in  this 
critical  Jundure,  by  doing  their  utmoft  to  pre¬ 
vent  what  our  Sins  but  too  juftly  deferve  :  And 
who  knows  what  fuch  a  Day  as  this  may  pro¬ 
duce  ?  Perhaps,  a  Stop  may  be  put  to  the  Ter¬ 
rors  of  the  Lord,  the  Judgments  we  fed  may  re¬ 
move,  and  thofe  we  fear  be  kept  at  a  Diftance 
from  us :  Or,  it  may  be,  that  a  common  Ca¬ 
lamity  may  unite,  reform,  and  refine  us,  and  if 
it  fhould  be  fo,  that  God  comes  with  Fire ,  and 
his  Chariots  as  a  Whirlwind \  to  render  his  An¬ 
ger  with  Fury ,  and  his  Rebukes  with  Flames  of 
Fire  j  yet  blejjed  are  they  that  know  his  Name, 
that  Name  which  is  as  a  ftrong  Tower ,  unto 
which  the  Righteous  flee ,  and  are  fa  fe. 

f  i  i  s. 


